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May/June 2014 Newsletter
From the Editor.....
May is here. The dogwoods are have been blooming and the rhododendrons are just starting. The birds
sing me awake in the mornings and the peepers sing me to sleep at night. It is such an amazing time of
year.
May also means it is time to get out and look at new art. Be sure to read below for more information on
what's happening. The 8th Annual Paint Out is on May 17th, so get your paints and canvases ready.
Don't forget that May's meeting has been changed to Thursday, May 15th. 6:30 at the Town Center.
Saluda artist and this year's Paint Out Judge, Jim Carson, is our guest artist. Be sure to stop by the
Design Gallery where you can see some of Jim's paintings.
Hope to see you at the meeting!
And don't forget... paint first!
susan garriques

News
The Toe River Arts Council turned down our exhibit proposal, "New Pioneers of the Blue Ridge:
Renaissance of the Family Farm". Members of the BRAG board presented the proposal to Wendy Reid at
the Design Gallery and as a result, the exhibit will be held at the Design Gallery during the summer of
2015. More details will be discussed among members during the May meeting.
The May BRAG meeting will be held on Thursday, May 15th at 6:30 pm at the Town Center. Artist
Jim Carson, from Saluda, who is the judge for this year's annual Paint Out, will be demonstrating.
The March BRAG meeting featured Asheville artist, John Dempsey, who explained a method of sizing
paper in preparation for drawing. John, an artist in the classical tradition, also presented a demonstration
of portrait drawing.
During the April BRAG meeting members enjoyed John and Linda Elsegood's presentation "The Charm
and Beauty of England", a collection of photographs covering history, castle and jousting, old transport,
villages and towns, and England in bloom, including inns and country landcapes.

BRAG Member Laurel Lovrek was accepted into the TRAC Gift Shop this year. Congratulations, Laurel!

Laurel Lovrek at TRAC's New Gift Shop Artist's reception

Paws for Charity, a nonprofit project that raises money for an animal shelter in Nova Scotia, chose
Susan Garrique's painting, "Blitz", for the back cover of the 2014 Art Book Project. All funds raised are
donated to the Sheltering Helpless Animals In Distress shelter in Bridgewater, Nova Scotia. A preview of
the first 15 pages of the book is available at this link: http://www.blurb.com/books/52105642014paws
forcharity

Artist Susan Garriques

Gaylene Petcu won an "Award of Excellence" for "Yellow Daylilies" at the 3rd Annual NC Statewide
Pastel Exhibit. The show is at the Cornwell Center in Charlotte, and runs from May 130. Congratulations
Gaylene!

Artist Gaylene Petcu

Art Events  Mark Your Calendars!

The 8th Annual Paint Out is on May 17th. This year's judge will be awardwinning Saluda artist, Jim
Carson. Open to any artist working in painting or drawing mediums. Register from 8am to 10am at the
Burnsville TRAC Gallery. Awards reception at 6:30 pm. Art will be on display in the Gallery until June
21st.
Rolf Holmquist will be exhibiting his bird houses in an exhibit opening May 23rd at the Design Gallery.
(note from editor: yes, I know bird houses are not 2 dimensional art, but we don't need to hold that
against him <grin>)
"Through the Years", an exhibit of work by Sandra Gates will be in the HerringKivette Art Gallery at
the Yancey County Public Library. The opening reception is on Tuesday, May 27th is from 5  7pm.

Artist: Sandra Gates

Don't forget  TRAC Studio Tours are June 68. Several of our members will be opening their studios
for the tour. Carol Bailey, Sandra Gates, Rolf Holmquist and Kat Turczyn will be welcoming
visitors to their studios. This is a good chance to get out and see the beautiful countryside as well as
amazing art.

Artist Kathleen Turczyn

Barbara Kahn's work will be part of a weekend art show in Little Switzerland. On Friday and Saturday,
June 6 & 7, from 10am to 4 pm at Geneva Hall.

Carol Bailey's art will follow Rolf's exhibit at the Design Gallery beginning in July.

Artist: Carol Bailey

If you happen to be traveling in Florida this summer, H. Allen Benowitz will be exhibiting "People of
the World" at the Art & Culture Center of Hollywood from June through August.

Artist H. Allen Benowitz

Ongoing News 

Website Updates  The BRAG website has been updated (and will be a continual work in progress).
The home page features a rotating slide show that includes one image from each member's page. They
are pretty much, but not totally, in alphabetical order. Now that the site has been updated, members
should feel free to send updated images and/or info for their pages. Also, any new members, please be
sure to send photos of your work, a short bio, and an image of yourself to Susan Garriques so that your
page can be added to our website.
We still need volunteers to fill the Exhibition and Publicity Chair positions.
As you may remember, BRAG's very first exhibit took place at the Spruce Pine Library. BRAG
members, at that time, had recently placed art in the Burnsville, Spruce Pine and Bakersville libraries.
Since that time, the art has been removed from the Burnsville lbrary (in preparation for its move to its
new home), but there is still art in the Spruce Pine library and the Bakersville library. This is where an
Exhibition chairperson would come in. And a committee of helpers. How about 2 members together
holding the chair position? All volunteers are welcome! It would be a great idea to refresh the art in the
libraries. We have quite a few new members now and thier work would be a great addition. Please
contact Sandra Gates if you are interested.

Internet Tidbits

Artist Daily offers free ebooks and videos... here is a link to a page with free ebooks....
http://www.artistdaily.com/content/FreeeBooks.aspx#draw

For our watercolor artists, this is as link to a good article about understanding your paint....

http://emptyeasel.com/2014/04/01/knowyourwatercolorpaintunderstandinggranulatingtransparent
stainingcolors/

Here's a good article on mixing oil colors  http://emptyeasel.com/2006/12/22/howtomakebetteroil
paintingstipsandtechniquesforcorrectlymixingcolor/

And now that you've mixed all those lovely colors, how are you going to get all that paint out of your
brushes? Check this out....http://emptyeasel.com/2007/01/26/howtocleanyourpaintbrushesafteroil
painting/

For those of you who use the Internet to market your art, here is a good article about helping your art to
go viral... http://emptyeasel.com/2014/04/07/5triedandtruemethodstohelpyourartgoviralonline/

Classifieds

Penland will be hosting a free Golden Paint workshop on Saturday, June 28th. Golden Paint has
a working artist program which sponsors studio artists' explaining their products to other artists. Phil
Garrett will be presenting this program. It is scheduled for Saturday, June 28th from 1:303:30 at
Penland's Ridgeway class room. Signup sheet in the school store or by email, store@Penland.org . It will
be more hands on than previous presentations with the same product information and free samples.
Also the frame shop in Micaville announces: Just a quick reminder…Hang It Up Frame Shop is now open
for the season. Currently our hours are Tues  Fri 12pm – 5pm and Sat 10am – 1pm. If our time conflicts
with yours, give us a call at 8286820088. We are only 10 minutes away and will be happy to meet with
you. We have the largest selection of mouldings to choose from and use only the best conservation
materials available. All artists receive a 10% discount for framing their own work. Our extremely
knowledgeable and creative staff will be glad to assist you with all your framing needs. We are located in
the Micaville Loop, across the street from Ooak Gallery, up on the hill. Come on in to say hello and see
firsthand all that we have to offer. You can also check us out on Facebook. Hang It Up's new email
address is hangitupframeshop@gmail.com. We will be having our OPEN HOUSE on Saturday, June
14th from 3pm 7pm with hors d'oeuvres and wine will be available. Stop by!
The Mitchell High School Art Department is looking for donations of fabric scraps, embroidery thread,
buttons, beads, needles or other art materials they can get creative with. If you have items you would
like to donate, please contact Jennifer Robinson at jrobinson@mhslive.net.
Painting the Landscape in Oil  Chris Groves will be in beautiful Black Mountain to teach his approach to
landscape at the Red House Studios and Gallery. A master at color, value, and composition, Grove
imparts a wealth of information to his students. Sponsored by the Swannanoa Valley Fine Arts League
July 2830, from 95:00 $450 limited to 12 students Deadline to enroll with a deposit of $100 on March
18 Contact Cheryl Keefer (8284501104) ncartist@att.net for details This class will include discussions
on materials, palette, and composition. Techniques of drawing along with preliminary charcoal sketches,
value and color studies, and fundamentals of color mixing will be covered. A classical approach of
monochromatic underpainting, directed observation and application of color, followed by glazing
techniques will be discussed. The class will consist of lectures, slide analysis, and individual critiques,
while the student paints his or her own landscape. Optional evening painting sessions, en plein air, after

5:00. See Groves work at www.cgroves.com

Wrapping up......
One last note  it's about the Money Jar. You may have noticed a vase or a jar placed near the
refreshments at each meeting and you may have assumed that was to help pay for the coffee and
cookies. BUT...... BRAG pays the Town Center $30 for each night that we meet. The "Money Jar" is meant
to help pay the rent. If each member attending the meeting will contribute $1 it will just about cover the
cost of the rental. Please don't forget to add your dollar when you come to the meetings. Every dollar
helps!
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