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From the Editor...
From the Editor...... March means Spring is coming soon. Mountain life is pretty quiet in the winter. But
come Spring, just like the flowers, events and parties pop up everywhere. Seemingly overnight, the
landscape will go from shades of grey to brilliant greens. It is such an amazing time of year with so
much change in such a short amount of time.
Like quite a few of our members, I spent some time in Florida this winter. I missed both January's and
February's monthly meeting, but I was told that everyone enjoyed both the critique session in January
and the drawing session in February. March's program, with guest artist John Dempsey, sounds
interesting, too. I hope I'll see you there!
Paint on,
Susan Garriques

News

Mission Statement
The Blue Ridge Fine Arts Guild
(BRAG) promotes the works
and activities of
artists working in two
dimensional media in Yancey,
Mitchell, and Avery counties
and the surrounding areas of
Western North Carolina. BRAG
is an avenue for artist
education and exposure
through programs, workshops,
exhibitions, and the internet,
and seeks to promote and
encourage the arts among its
members, local schools and
the public.
Check out our On-Line Store to
use PAYPAL

The March BRAG meeting will be held on Monday, March 17th, at the Burnsville Town Center at 6:30
pm. Asheville artist, John Dempsey, will present a demonstration of portrait drawing. John, an artist in
the classical tradition, will also show a method of sizing paper.

Artist: Carol W. Bailey

The April BRAG meeting will be held on Monday, April 21st, at the Burnsville Town Center at 6:30
p.m. John and Linda Elsegood will be presenting "The Charm and Beauty of England", a collection of
photographs covering history, castle and jousting, old transport, villages and towns, and England in
bloom, including inns and country landcapes.

Sketching at the February Meeting
For the BRAG meeting in January, Carol Bailey organized a critique of works that members brought
in. In addition to learning about critiquing art, since it is an interactive process, members got to know
each other better through the conversations about the artwork. In February our new program chair,
Rhea Ormond, organized an evening of still life drawing followed by critiques. Another fun meeting and
a chance to get to know each other.

Artiist: Allen Benowitz

The Exectutive Committee (Sandra Gates, Carol Bailey, Judy Larkins and Laurel Lovrek) has been
working on the proposal for an exhibition in 2015 with TRAC. There will be an update at the March
monthly meeting.
BRAG Member and Photographer, H. Allen Benowitz, had work in 4 exhibitions in Florida over the
past few months  in December at SpectumMiami in Wynwood, in January at the Beaux Arts Festival in
Coral Gables (Lowe Art Musem, University of Miami Campus), in February at the South Miami Rotary
Art Festival and in March at the Las Olas Art Festival in Ft. Lauderdale.
Rhea Ormond has volunteered to be our Program Chair. If you have any suggestions for programs 
or maybe even want to present a program or demo yourself, please be sure to contact Rhea.
(rhearoseo@yahoo.com)
Ongoing News.....
BRAG members Gaylene Petcu, Rolf Holmquist, Sandra Gates and Susan Garriques have paintings in
the 'Regional Art Leagues: Selected Works', juried exhibition at The Bascom: A Center for the
Visual Arts, Highlands, NC continuing through March 30th. An awards ceremony and closing reception
will be held on March 29th from 5pm to 7pm.
As you may remember, BRAG's very first exhibit took place at the Spruce Pine Library. BRAG
members, at that time, had recently placed art in the Burnsville, Spruce Pine and Bakersville libraries.
Since that time, the art has been removed from the Burnsville lbrary (in preparation for its move to its
new home), but there is still art in the Spruce Pine library and the Bakersville library. There was a short
discussion about this during the meeting in November. This is where an Exhibition chairperson would
come in. And a committee of helpers. How about 2 members together holding the chair position? All
volunteers are welcome! It would be a great idea to refresh the art in the libraries. We have quite a few
new members now and thier work would be a great addition. Please contact Sandra Gates if you are
interested.
Website Updates  John Elsegood, who has been our Volunteer Webmaster for quite some time now,
has passed the reins on to Susan Garriques. No updates will be done to members pages for the next
month or so while Susan makes sure that the site is set up and running correctly from her computer.
Thanks for your patience.( And thank you John, for your time and talent.) Any suggestions for updates,
changes or additions to the website are welcome. Please send your ideas to
susan@susangarriques.com.
Committee Chairs are still needed for both Exhibitions and Publicity. Please contact Sandra Gates if

Artist: Sharon Bradshaw

Committee Chairs are still needed for both Exhibitions and Publicity. Please contact Sandra Gates if
you are willing to volunteer. (and thank you very much to Laurel Lovrek, our secretary, who has taken
on several of the chores of these missing chairpeople!) Also  if someone is willing to take over the
Newsletter, it would free Susan Garriques, our current editor, up to be able to take over the website.

Artist: Kathleen Turczyn

Internet Tidbits 
Want to know where the best place to sell art online is? http://theartedge.faso.com/blog/72873/the
bestplacetosellartonline
Seven ways to get unstuck  http://pamelakbeer.com/blog/67296/sevenwaystogetunstuck
How to sign a painting, drawing or fine art print  http://makingamark.squidoo.com/artist
signature#module153891044
How well do you see color? http://www.xrite.com/onlinecolortestchallenge
Some thoughts on composition... http://terrymiura.blogspot.com/2014/03/blogpost.html

Artist: Barbara Deschenes

Classifieds....
The Mitchell High School Art Department is looking for donations of fabric scraps, embroidery thread,
buttons, beads, needles or other art materials they can get creative with. If you have items you would
like to donate, please contact Jennifer Robinson at jrobinson@mhslive.net.
Painting the Landscape in Oil  Chris Groves will be in beautiful Black Mountain to teach his approach
to landscape at the Red House Studios and Gallery. A master at color, value, and composition, Grove
imparts a wealth of information to his students. Sponsored by the Swannanoa Valley Fine Arts League
July 2830, from 95:00 $450 limited to 12 students Deadline to enroll with a deposit of $100 on March
18 Contact Cheryl Keefer (8284501104) ncartist@att.net for details This class will include discussions
on materials, palette, and composition. Techniques of drawing along with preliminary charcoal
sketches, value and color studies, and fundamentals of color mixing will be covered. A classical
approach of monochromatic underpainting, directed observation and application of color, followed by
glazing techniques will be discussed. The class will consist of lectures, slide analysis, and individual
critiques, while the student paints his or her own landscape. Optional evening painting sessions, en
plein air, after 5:00. See Groves work at www.cgroves.com
Did you know that Jerry's Artarama has online art contests that are FREE to enter? Here's a link to the
contest page...http://www.jerrysartarama.com/artcontests/index.htm?gclid=CLSbu6ue3roCFenm7Aod
xcA0g
Wrapping up......
One last note  it's about the Money Jar. You may have noticed a vase or a jar placed near the
refreshments at each meeting and you may have assumed that was to help pay for the coffee and
cookies. BUT...... BRAG pays the Town Center $30 for each night that we meet. The "Money Jar" is
meant to help pay the rent. If each member attending the meeting will contribute $1 it will just about
cover the cost of the rental. Please don't forget to add your dollar when you come to the meetings. Every
dollar helps!

Artist: Susan Garriques
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