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July/August 2014 Newsletter
From the Editor.....
Summer is the very best time to live in the mountains. The weather is perfect  warm days and cool
nights. Nearly every day I find new flowers in bloom. Inspiration is everywhere I look.
Sixteen BRAG members met at Mountain Farm in June to paint for the 2015 exhibit, New Pioneers of the
Blue Ridge. We had a great time, even though the goats didn't hold still and the wind sent some
umbrellas and paintings flying. Plans are in process for painting at another farm, so get your brushes
ready!
And don't forget... paint first!
susan garriques

River Run, 9" x 12", pastel  by Laurel Lovrek

News
The July BRAG meeting will be held on Monday, July 21st at 6:30 pm in the Town Center.
Artists who participated in the paint out at Mountain Farm are encouraged to bring their work for Show
and Tell. If you weren't able to paint at Mountain Farm, but are working on paintings for the New
Pioneers of the Blue Ridge exhibit, please be sure to bring them along.
In August, the BRAG meeting will be held on Monday the 18th at 6:30 pm in the Town Center.
Our guest artist will be Robert Johnson. Perhaps you have noticed the artwork on the south side of the

Town Center? Robert is the artist that created it and he will be talking to us about his art. Visit
http://robertjohnsonpaintings.com/ to see his work. Be sure to watch his video about his work, too. (on
his About page)
Now that it is July, it is time to renew your membership. Fees are $25 individual, $20 student, $40
for family. Bring your payment to the next meeting or checks can be mailed to BRAG. P.O. Box 81,
Burnsville, NC 28714. If your personal information has changed since last year please provide a new
membership form so that information can be revised on the Contact List. The form can be downloaded
here.
In preparation for next summer's New Pioneers of the Blue Ridge exhibit at the Design Gallery,
sixteen BRAG members met at Mountain Farm on June 18th to paint. They dealt with wind and bugs and
sun and moving subjects to create their art. Greg, from the Design Gallery, took video footage of the
painters and Allen Benowitz took photographs of the event. We hope to have both the video and a
slideshow playing during the exhibit. Artists have been asked to bring their paintings from Mountain
Farm to the July meeting.

Painters at Mountain Farm
Photo by H. Allen Benowitz

Goats at Mountain Farm
Photo by H. Allen Benowitz

The May BRAG meeting featured Saluda artist, Jim Carson, who was also the judge for the Paint Out. In
addition to painting a demo, Jim talked about his tools and his thoughts about painting. After the
meeting, several members visited the Design Gallery to see Jim's paintings.

The June BRAG meeting featured Asheville artist, Christopher Holt. If you missed the meeting, you can
read about Christopher in this link: http://www.ggart.com/news/read.php?newsid=94919

Art Events  Mark Your Calendars!
On Friday, July 11th, join Carol Bailey at the reception for her exhibit "The Flowers and the Trees"
at the Design Gallery from 5pm through 7pm. If you can't make the reception, the exhibit will continue
through August 23rd. Hours at the Design Gallery are Monday  Saturday 10am  5pm.

Through July 26th, you can see Pauline Dials paintings in the TRAC Gallery in Spruce Pine. Her work is
part of the Down By the Creek: 13 Artists Working Along Cane Creek Road exhibit. Other artists
participating in the exhibit include: Robbie Bell, Dianne Borde Sutherland, Lisa Clague, Pauline Dials,
Greg Fidler, Gloria Hoeppner, Shaunna Lyons, Ed Mundy, Richard Ritter, Gay Smith, Mary Vogel, Jann
Welch, and Jan Williams.

Linville River by Artist Pauline Dials

"Through the Years", an exhibit of work by Sandra Gates is in the HerringKivette Art Gallery at the

Yancey County Public Library.

Artist: Sandra Gates

H. Allen Benowitz received the special honor of being selected a winner for one of his photographic
entries in a recent global competition sponsored by the American Institute of Architecture. The opening
reception and ceremony is open to the public: AIA Miami Chapter @ The Miami Center for Architecture +
Design VIP Reception: Friday, July 18, 2014 6 – 8 p.m. The exhibition continues through August 15,
2014 100 N.E. 1 Avenue – Suite 100 Miami, FL 33132 (305) 4487488

Artist: H. Allen Benowitz

Ongoing News 
Website Updates  The BRAG website has been updated (and will be a continual work in progress).
The home page features a rotating slide show that includes one image from each member's page. They
are pretty much, but not totally, in alphabetical order. Now that the site has been updated, members
should feel free to send updated images and/or info for their pages. Also, any new members, please be
sure to send photos of your work, a short bio, and an image of yourself to Susan Garriques so that your
page can be added to our website.
We still need volunteers to fill the Exhibition and Publicity Chair positions.
As you may remember, BRAG's very first exhibit took place at the Spruce Pine Library. BRAG
members, at that time, had recently placed art in the Burnsville, Spruce Pine and Bakersville libraries.
Since that time, the art has been removed from the Burnsville lbrary (in preparation for its move to its
new home), but there is still art in the Spruce Pine library and the Bakersville library. This is where an
Exhibition chairperson would come in. And a committee of helpers. How about 2 members together
holding the chair position? All volunteers are welcome! It would be a great idea to refresh the art in the
libraries. We have quite a few new members now and thier work would be a great addition. Please
contact Sandra Gates if you are interested.

Artist: Kat Turczyn

Internet Tidbits
There are blogposts by the millions on the internet, and there are thousands about art. I ran across this
one last week and find myself still thinking about it. It is my tendency to read every book I can about
"how to paint" instead of spending time actually painting. Although this blogpost doesn't refer to "how
to" books, it is the same idea. Put down the books and paint. Paint. And paint some more.
http://johnpweiss.com/blog/74256/theproblemwithpaintingworkshops

Here is a YouTube video link entitled "Why Make Art". The presenter, Rupert Spira, is an English
ceramicist and student of perception and consciousness. www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbFtZX8yFRs

Do you like to paint portraits? Check this out.. http://emptyeasel.com/2013/09/16/howtopaint

portraitsfromphotographsastepbystepoilpainttutorial/

Author Stephen King has some good creative cues  http://sonjacaywood.com/blog/74166/creativecues
fromstephenking

Classifieds
The Bakersville Creek Walk Arts Festival will be on September 20th, 2014. The year there will be a
different award structure, with $1000 Best of Show, $500 Best 3D, $500 Best 2D, as well as three $100
Honorable Mentions, and the $250 Middleton Emerging Artist Award. We're a great little show (never
more than 50 booths), yet we draw artists from across the region AND a goodsized crowd of buyers. We
have wonderful volunteers to help you setup and break down your tents & booth sit when you need a
quick break, local nonprofit food vendors (with free lunch tickets for artists), and a silent auction to raise
funds for local programs and folks in need. For more information about the Festival, please visit our
website at www.creekwalkfestival.com, or feel free to contact Brette Barclay Barron BCWAF
Coordinator/Executive Director 8282841913

ROOT STUDIO SCHOOL OF PAINTING AND DRAWING is holding their Root Studio School Art Camp in
Jonesborough July 14  18 and Chattanooga July 28  Aug 1. Please see their website for more
information about these and other workshops. www.rootstudioschool.com

Painting the Landscape in Oil  Chris Groves will be in beautiful Black Mountain to teach his approach to
landscape at the Red House Studios and Gallery. A master at color, value, and composition, Grove
imparts a wealth of information to his students. Sponsored by the Swannanoa Valley Fine Arts League
July 2830, from 95:00 $450 limited to 12 students Deadline to enroll with a deposit of $100 on March
18 Contact Cheryl Keefer (8284501104) ncartist@att.net for details This class will include discussions
on materials, palette, and composition. Techniques of drawing along with preliminary charcoal sketches,
value and color studies, and fundamentals of color mixing will be covered. A classical approach of
monochromatic underpainting, directed observation and application of color, followed by glazing
techniques will be discussed. The class will consist of lectures, slide analysis, and individual critiques,
while the student paints his or her own landscape. Optional evening painting sessions, en plein air, after
5:00. See Groves work at www.cgroves.com

Wrapping up......
One last note  it's about the Money Jar. You may have noticed a vase or a jar placed near the
refreshments at each meeting and you may have assumed that was to help pay for the coffee and
cookies. BUT...... BRAG pays the Town Center $30 for each night that we meet. The "Money Jar" is meant
to help pay the rent. If each member attending the meeting will contribute $1 it will just about cover the
cost of the rental. Please don't forget to add your dollar when you come to the meetings. Every dollar
helps!
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